Announcing “Hard Work”

2nd December 2007 to 23rd December 2007

The Old Ticket Office, Brusand Railway Station.

”You are an artist and that means: You don’t do it for the money. This is true for many. This is a good excuse to not pay you for all the things you do. So what happens, is that you as artist put money into your projects so that others will see your work in their museum, in their kunsthalle, in their viewing-room or in their gallery. Also, you are an investor. You give a loan which is not repayed. You take economic chances. You speculate in yourself and your artistic activites.”  (Dieter Lesager)

“Hard Work” is a group exhibition, showing and selling work of graduates from Goldsmiths College, London and Fiuni, Stavanger. The exhibition has “labour” as its central theme. 

Tom Boswell presents beautiful paintings of British railway workers. His labour in front of the canvas is matched by the physical labour of the maintenance engineers.  They maintain the railway system and he makes paintings. Should they have the same hourly rate? 

Anne Louise Stangeland offers some of her mysterious photographs made during “leisure activities”. Riding a train, taking a cruise, sitting in the sun. These leisure activities are transformed into labour by her constant production of photographs. Does she ever take any time off? 

At work in her temporary office jobs, Maisie James makes intricate drawings. You could argue she’s already been paid to make these drawings once – after all the job agency paid her £5 per hour to be at the office. But maybe they’re worth more than that.

Matthew Denniss also makes intricate drawings. The production of them in pen allows no space for relaxation. There’s no possiblity of making errors as one slip of the pen means the whole drawing must be thrown away and begun afresh. His subject matter is also the stuff of leisure: pinball machines, rarified objects and glamorous girls.

Jan Kjetil Bjørheim makes work that responds to what he sees. Sometimes sensual. Sometimes playful. Always multi-layered and multi-coloured. What are you prepared to pay in return for his constant vigilence and close observation of the spaces we share?

Elizabeth Croft’s intense photographs and installations are the result of extensive research. They are distillations. Like fine wine they are produced from the finest ingredients and are the result of a long maturation process. Is one of these photographs worth more than a bottle of the renowned burgundy Romane Conti? 

A man grew up in the country. He left the country, to train as an artist, in the city. He left the city to train as an artist in a bigger city in another country. He came back to his village. He met a farmer, who asked him what he did. The man replied that he was an artist. The famer asked: “An artist? Is there money in that then?” “No” replied the artist, “but it is hard work”.

What is the value of these artists’ training and hard work? Come to Brusand Railway Station, decide for yourself and place your bid. The highest bid (above the reserve price) gets the work. The bidding will start at the opening event on Sunday 2nd December and will close on Sunday 23rd December. Purchased works will be available for collection on the last day so that you can give the gift of art for Christmas. Smaller artworks will also be available to purchase on the opening day and at any time during the exhibition.

Opening hours:

Opening event: Sunday 2/12/07 2pm-6pm.

Afterwards: every Thurs,Fri, Sat & Sunday 12pm-6pm

Train from Stavanger, Sandnes, Klepp St., Bryne, Nærbø. 1 train every hour. 

Train leaves Stavanger 11 minutes past every hour. 

With the car: take the R44 to Brusand, turn to the left at the sign for the Train. 

